TREND SPOTTING

Hot Tile Trends from Cersaie

BY JAMIE GOLD, CKD, CAPS

Thin tile in increasingly large
size slabs, metallic and brick
looks, shades of blue, wall-
paper and fabric inspirations,
dark looks and industrial flair
were all on trend at the recent
Cersaie in Bologna, Italy.

Have you ever been to Coverings, the tle expo
held in a large American convention center
every year? If so, you know what it like to walk
through booth after booth of ile styles and
trends. Now imagine those two or three exhibit
halls times about 10 and you have an idea of
‘what Cersaie, the tile expo in Bologna, ltly, is
like. There are very few places where you can
see what's coming next o our shores sooner or
better than you can at this event.
Fortunately, Confindustria Ceramica, Italy's
tile industry group known here as Ceramics of
Ialy, brings a group of North American design-
hitects and journali
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The retro patterns and
‘murals on display were reminiscent of bygone
years, with historic florals and jungle beasts
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Darks also showed up heavily
in this year's wood-look tils.
The effect was antique rustic.
European printing technology is
getting so sophisticated that its
often hard to tel the difference
between tree and tile.

ALLTHAT GLITTERS
Fortunately, metallcs were
another strong trend at the
show, adding brightness to the
scene. Metallic tiles glittered
as mesh-mounted mosaics
and mosaic looks, but most
commonly as accent inserts
for dark tiles. These could be
square inserts, like Cerdomus’
offerings, o strips, as with
Casalgrande Padana's Ferrari
inspired Earth by Pininfarina
series. There were also indus-
triakinspired metallics, like
Fap's Grid Metal Inserto Mix,
and beautiful antiques like
Villeroy & Boch's Stateroom.
You could pretty much take the
trend whichever direction you
want - traditional, contempo-
rary or anywhere in between.
Gold, copper and silver all made
strong appearances.

ABILITY TO FULFILL
LARGE CONTAINER ORDERS

FABRIC INSPIRATIONS
Anther look that showed up
with strength and versatlity was
the textile rend. Fabrics lent
their patterns, from plaid to ani-
‘mal print, as well as more subtle
textured looks. These were on
display throughout the expo, and
adapted in unique ways. You
could get tile that looked like
tartan with an almost fabric-like
feel from Sant/Agostino's Tailor
Axt,or cabinetry with linen-look
deails from Scavolini. You
could even get carinspired
leather inserts from the Earth by
Pininfarina series. Fabric looks
were one of the strongest trends
atthe show.

BLUEMOODS
Blue was another dominant
I i Cersaie trend. It showed up in
PHONE: 15-528-0398 | FA: 1S-528-031 s o i o
il
Villoy & Boch nvoduced i
Artis line of blu sinks, with tubs
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“Gems” by Fioranese,
Joe name thoughout theshow, 115 escntially
a grid of small olored squares, mostly intend-
ed as an accent tile. It doesn'tread especially
‘modem or traditional, but works as a neutral
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l Corbels & Brackets

Bendix Collection
Crafted by a Tradition of Elegance

8 Chevrons werealso popular this year.

‘Appliques & Onlays

Balusters & Newel Posts.
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